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Lord Hartington left him between five and six with the inten-
tion of going by this night's train to Balmoral.
They both had a consultation with Lord Granville earlier in the
day : and they have at a later hour gone over the points on which
as far as they could judge it was likely that Your Majesty might
desire explanations or advice from Lord Hartington.
Viewing the probably long reach of Lord Hartington's life into
the future, Mr. Gladstone feels that he will probably be more
useful in conversation with Your Majesty than one whose ideas
may be unconsciously coloured by the limited range of the
prospect before him.
Mr. Gladstone has, in consultation with friends, considered of
the best mode of disposing of certain vacancies in Orders of
Knighthood, and also what names it may be proper to submit,
upon an approaching change of Government to Your Majesty for
other grants of honour. He will be prepared at the proper moment
to submit a moderate list to Your Majesty's gracious judgment.
1242                Queen Victoria to Mr. Gladstone
[Telegram]                                                    xith June. 1885.
... I was surprised at result of opposition to motion and also
at your making it a vital question. Will accelerate my return as
much as possible. In the event of Lord Salisbury being unwilling
to form a Government would you and your colleagues be pre-
pared to remain ? Am anxious to take time to reflect on best and
safest course.
1243  (Copy] Mr. Gladstone to Queen Victoria
(Printed in Letters of Queen Victoria, (2) III, 661.)
[Telegram]                                                           nth June. 1885.
Humble duty. Believe that to treat an attack on Budget by an
ex-Cabinet Minister with such breadth of front and after all the
previous occurrences otherwise than as a vital question would have
been contrary to all precedent, a notable instance in December
1852, and would tend to weaken and lower Parliamentary Govern-
ment. In answer to Your Majesty's question the refusal to which
it refers would obviously change the situation. Your Majesty's
intention to return will be gratefully appreciated.